
 

William Tomicek, Principal,  

January, 2010 

BURCHFIELD  NEWS 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

February 1 , 2010  - Kindergarten Registration Opens 

February 2, 2010 - March 23, 2010 -  Running Club

                 (Every Tuesday & Thursday) 

February 3, 2010 - DPC Meeting 9 a.m. 

February 4, 2010 - Movie after school (students  

   only)  3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 

February 5, 2010 - No School for Students/Act 80  

February 8, 2010 - Market Day Pick - Up 

February 9, 2010 - PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

February 10, 2010 -  Early Dismissal 1:00 p.m. 

February 12, 2010 - 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙ 0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ  

February 14, 2010 -  PTO/North Park Ice Skating              

       4:30 - 7:00 

February 15, 2010 - .Ï 3ÃÈÏÏÌȾ0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ 

February 24, 2010 - K & 1st Grade Pittsburgh    

      Symphony Field Trip 

February 26, 2010 -   Jump Rope for Heart             

        Envelopes  Due                                             

March 22, 2010 - 3rd Grade Instrument Demo  

               Night 

March 26, 2010 - 2nd Grade Pittsburgh           

                            Symphony Field Trip 

March 30, 2010 - 3rd Grade Instrument Try-Outs 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  

2010ð2011 

Kindergarten registration for all Shaler 
Area Primary Schools will open on Feb-
ruary 1, 2010.  Parents/Guardians are 
encouraged to register their child during 
the month of February. 

A few things to remember:  

Students must register at their home 
school 

Students must be five years of age on 
or before August 31, 2010 

Shaler Area operates a full-day      
kindergarten 

On May 10, 2010, an Orientation       
Program will be conducted at each of the 
Primary Schools from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
in the Multi Purpose Room. 



 

    From the Musical Desk of Mrs. Clark    

 

3rd Grade 

Our 3rd graders have been playing the recorders for the past 2 months & are doing a wonderful job!  On Monday, January 11th the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of the American Recorder Society came to Burchfield and did an assembly for the 3rd grade.  They brought and performed on recorders 

from all around the world, all different sizes, shapes, etc. and they taught the 3rd grade a traditional Renaissance dance at the end of the   

assembly.  To find out more information about them, check out their website: 

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/lukas/pcars/Welcome.html 

 

March is going to be a very busy month for our budding instrumentalists.  At the end of March, there will be an instrument demo and information 
night that will explain the instrumental program at Shaler.  Soon after, instrument try-outs will be held so keep an eye out for more information.   

 

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Field Trips 

Mark you calendars: 

February 24th: K & 1st Grade 

March 26th: 2nd Grade 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This spring, the Speech and Language Department welcomes Miss Kaitlin Anderson, a student teacher from the 

University of Pittsburgh. She is working towards completing her Master of Arts degree in Communication 
 Disorders. Miss Anderson will be practicing therapy and diagnostics with Mrs. Pintar at both Burchfield Primary 
and the High School. Originally from Delaware, Miss Anderson developed an interest in working with individuals 
with communication disorders during her undergraduate studies at Geneva College. She has had experiences 

working in nursing homes and at Children's Hospital. 
 If you see Miss Anderson in the hallways, give her a warm Burchfield welcome! 

  
Christin Pintar M.A., CCC-SLP 
Speech-Language Pathologist 

Burchfield Primary and Shaler Area High  
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                  Wear Red on February 4, 2010 

                     Our Hearts -  - -  Our Choice 

 

1 in 3 women die of heart disease.  Choose to beat that statistic..  Eat smart, exercise, 

get the facts and make a positive commitment to your health.  Knowledge is empower-

ment.    Get informed with free heart health tools at:  www.goredforwomen.org 

 

Third Grade News  

         The week of January 25th the third grade will begin learning about rocks and minerals.  We are all 

excited about this unit because all of the students will become geologists.  They will learn all the different 

tests a field geologist uses and then perform these tests to identify their own rocks and minerals from the 

Asset kits.  A special thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Steve Perrine, parents of Natalie in 3-B,  for securing 

three grants for the third grade.  We will use the first grant on February 26th when Jeff Smith, a geologist, 

will visit the third grades.  He will talk to the children about geodes, a hidden crystal formation in rocks, 

show them a short video of his family collecting the geodes in New Mexico,  and give each child a geode 

that he will split to reveal the hidden crystals inside. Each student will also  receive a paperback book on 

rocks and minerals from the grant.  Another grant will provide Math and Reading Versatiles on different 

levels to enrich and remediate those areas in a fun creative way including the completion of a puzzle shape 

tray to self correct student  work.  Our third grant will allow us to go on a special trip to enhance our study 

of Pittsburgh at the end of April.  More news on that trip will be coming soon.  Thank you Mr. and Mrs. 

Perrine for giving us the opportunity to enrich our third grade curriculum in so many wonderful ways! 
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 The Year of the Artist! 

 

Our students here at Burchfield have started 2010 by creating amazing works of 

art.  Many students will continue their art adventure after school. 

I will be hosting an after school art club for interested third graders.  The dates that 

we will be meeting are as follows: 

February  
Monday 1st Wednesday 3rd Monday 8th Wednesday 17th Monday 22nd Wednesday 24th 

March 
Monday 1st Wednesday 3rd Monday 8th Wednesday 10th Monday 15th Monday 22nd Wednesday 24th 

Monday 29th  Wednesday 31st  

 

 In all the classes we are in the middle of projects that are intense problem 

solving adventures. 

The artists in Third grade and Kindergarten have enjoyed working with clay.  

Working with a three dimensional media is a process that  requires planning and a 

lot of attention to detail. 

We asked our second graders to bring in a favorite toy from home for their         
Still Life project.  The students have seen the works of Vincent Van Gogh, and 

now they are ready to give the oil pastels a try.  The first grade classes are creating 

collages using  vintage wall paper in the style of Miriam Schapiroé  The results are 

very flashy! 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 

   Sincerely, 

   Mr. Frank 

   frankj@sasd.k12.pa.us 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 THE BURCHFIELD  PRIMARY SCHOOL LIBRARY WILL BE HAVING RIF DURING THE FIRST 

WEEK OF MARCH. IT IS READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK. DURING THE WEEK THE CHILDREN 

WILL COME TO THE LIBRARY TO SELECT THEIR RIF BOOKS AND  CELEBRATE READ ACROSS 

AMERICA WEEK.   

 ON FRIDAY MARCH 5, WE WILL HAVE A CHILDRENõS BOOK ILLUSTRATOR COME FOR 

THE DAY TO MEET WITH THE CHILDREN AND DISCUSS HIS ILLUSTRATIONS AND HIS BOOKS . 

HIS NAME IS JOHN MANDERS AND HE IS A GRADUATE OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF PITTS-

BURGH.  HIS BOOKS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED BY CANDLEWICK PRESS. 

 HE WILL DISCUSS AND SHOW HOW HE DOES HIS ILLUSTRATIONS AND GIVE A READ-

ING OF ONE OF HIS BOOKS.  HE HAS BEEN HERE SEVERAL YEARS AGO AND HIS PRESENTA-

TION WAS OUTSTANDING. THE STUDENTS WERE MESMORIZED BY HIS PRESENTATION. 
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http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?9780763643379
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?9780763624491
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?9780763636012
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?9780763624309


 

    

Dear Shaler Area Parents: 

 

Are you interested in a program that combines learning about self-respect and physical fitness for your 

preteen daughter?  Starting in March, Burchfield Primary will be offering Girls on the Run®                

(3rd- 5th grades) twice per week after school. 

 

What is Girls on the Run? 

 

Girls on the Run and Girls on Track are life-changing, character development programs for girls ages 8-

14 that use running to teach values and a sense of self.  The programs combine training to participate in 

a non-competitive 5K (3.1 mile) run/walk event with self-esteem enhancing, uplifting workouts and a 

community service project. The goals of the programs are to encourage positive emotional, social, men-

tal, and physical development.   

 

Program Design 

 

Program of life lessons wrapped into clever and fun activities. 

Three-part curriculum taught by certified Girls on the Run coaches; 

Part 1:  Understand themselves and setting personal goals. 

Part 2:  Learning skills to get along in a group. 

Part 3:  Examining their responsibility to the community. 

Girls on the Run  (3rd-5th graders) 

Ǆ Girls on Track   (6th ï8th graders) ï Middle school 

 

Girls on the Run at Burchfield will meet Mondays and Wednesday from 3:45 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

starting March 1
st
 until May 19

th
.     Registration forms will go home the week of January 14th. The 

deadline to register is February 26
th

.  Please contact Meredith Colaizzi at the Girls on the Run office at 

Magee with any questions or for more information.   

 

Contact Information:           412.641.1596 

                                           mcolaizzi@magee.edu  www.gotrmagee.org   

 

The mission of Girls on the Run is to educate and prepare girls for a lifetime of self respect and 
healthy living. 

Burchfield News  

mailto:mcolaizzi@magee.edu
http://www.gotrmagee.org/


 

TINSEL TOWN RAFFLE WINNERS 

 

  School Supplies    Anthony Bushem  1B 

  Sports Basket    Josh Chechak   1A 

  Scrapbooking Basket   Brittany LeDonne 3A 

  Snack Basket    Max Scherm  KD 

  Girls Fun Basket   Morgan Perry  3A 

  Variety Snack Basket   Kami Nash  2B 

  Sports Basket    Ryan Crissman  KB 

  Breakfast Basket   Courtney Hoffield 1A 

  Zhu Zhu Pet    Emma Simard  1E 

  Zhu Zhu Pet    Zachary Miller  KA 

  Breakfast Basket   Mrs. Gasgill 

  School Supply Basket   Sierra Furko  3B 

  Snack Basket    Mackenzie Syska 2D 

  Breakfast Basket   Liz Knochel  1C 

  Large Stuffed Monkey   Colin Milavec  3B 

  Pasta Basket    Mrs. Walzer 

  Free Dance Lesson   Devon Fedorka  2A 

  Pizza Party/Romp N Roll  Isabella Riccelli  1E 

  Boys Fun Basket   Joseph Scolieri  3B 

  Girls Bike    Shannon Roche  2C 

  Boys Bike    Sam Hibner  KC 

  $25 Gift Certificate/McTighs  Nate Thomas  KA 

  Black Scooter    Blake Habay  2B 

  Red Scooter    Eli Karnavas  KA 

  1 Free Month Burchfield Dance  Shannon Doak  1D 

  Hardrock Caf® Shirt   Mayah Charity  1E 

  Hardrock Caf® Shirt   Daniel Evans  2A 

  Greenbay Packers Shirt   Mrs. Giddens 

  Autogaphed Blair Shirt   Joey Powers  3C 

  Club Penguin    Matt Hannes  3A 

  Club Penguin    Abigail Begenwald KD 
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TINSEL TOWN RAFFLE WINNERS CONTINUED  

 

 BURCHFIELD T-SHIRT WINNERS    MISCELLANEOUS PRIZES  

 Spencer Platt  2B     Emily Morrey  1B 

 Luke Hoffman  KB     Joey Franz  3A 

 Jonathan Zang  1D     Brendan Porter  1D 

 Delano Palombo 3B     Meghan Lacey  2D 

 Justin Ademtz  1B     Jacob Spencer  3B 

 Kalyi Plavetzky  2A     Emma Dischner  2C 

 Julia Falgione  2D     Stephan Adametz 3A 

 Michael McKinley 3C                     WILDWOOD HIGHLAND GIFT CERTIFICATE  

 John Headlam  2A     Macey Prosser  1B 

 Alexis Tutek  2C     Abby Sawa  1E 

 Skylar Hernandez 3A     LeLaina Thornton 3C 

 Peter Moorey  3C     Brayden Hirt  2A 

   

 

 A very special thanks goes out to all of our Tinsel Town Helpers.  Without your help Tinsel 

Town would not have been a success.  

 
Lisa Falgione 

 

Pollack Candy Fundraiser  

Winning Classroom  Mrs. Steggert  KD 

Top Three Sellers  

  Austin Zillweger  KD IPod Shuffle and a $25.oo Tune gift card 

  Ashley Venezia  1A  $50.00 Toys R Us Gift Card 

  Kayleigh Komora KC 10 1b Solid Milk Chocolate Candy Bar 

Burchfield News 


